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Liberty: Lots of travelers expected on freer Fourth of July 





By LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
and TOM MURPHY 

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Amer- 
icans enjoying newfound 
liberty are expected to 
travel and gather for cook- 
outs, fireworks, concerts 
and beach outings over 
the Fourth of July weekend 
iN NnUMbers not seen since 
ore-pandemic days. 

Yet lingering restrictions, 
worker shortages and sig- 
nificant numbers of un- 
vaccinated people mean 
some may not be as free as 
they would like to be. 

And there are fears that 
the mixing of large num- 
bers of vaccinated and 
unvaccinated Americans 
at a time when the highly 
contagious delta variant 
is soreading rapidly could 
Undo some of the progress 
made against the scourge. 
Nashville is expecting as 
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many as 400,000 people 
to stream into the city for 
its July Fourth celebration 
featuring country star Brad 
Paisley. In Massachusetts, 
the Boston Pops’ Indepena- 
ence Day concert is back, 
but the show that usually 
draws hundreds of thou- 
sands to the Charles River 
esplanade in Boston will be 
held 100 miles away at the 
Tanglewood music center. 
Beaches and lakefronts are 
expected to be packed as 
well. In Southern California, 
Huntington Beach is plan- 
ning one of the biggest 
celebrations on the West 
Coast, a three-day festival 
that could bring in a half- 
million people. 

At the same time, airlines 
have been struggling to 
get enough crew members 


to fly their planes. 
Continued on next page 
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In this July 1, 2021, file photo, seals walk through Salt lake City International Airport in Salt Lake 


City. 
Associated Press 
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In this july 1, 2021, file photo, motorists head west along Interstate 70 to get an early start on the 
Fourth of July holiday weekend near Golden, Colo. 


Conitnued from Front 

Pools and beaches have 
been hit with a shortage of 
lifeguards. And restaurants 
and bars in tourist destina- 
tions have had to scale 
back hours because of a 
lack of help. 

President Joe Biden has 
welcomed the holiday as 
a historic moment in the 
nation's recovery from a 
crisis that has killed over 
600,000 Americans and 
led to months of restrictions 
that are now almost gone. 
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He plans to host more than 
1,000 people at the White 
House — first respond- 
ers, essential workers and 
troops — for a cookout and 
fireworks to mark what the 
administration is calling a 
"summer of freedom." 

"I'm going to celebrate It," 
Biden said Friday ahead of 
the holiday. "There's great 
things happening. ... All 
across America, people 
are going to ballgames, 
doing good things." But he 
also warned that ‘lives will 
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be lost" because of people 
who didn't get vaccinated. 
The U.S. is averaging about 
12,000 new cases and 250 
deaths a day thanks to 
vaccines that have been 
administered to two-thirds 
of the nation's adults. But 
that is short of the goal of 
70% by July 4 that Biden set. 
Vaccine hesitancy remains 
stubborn, especially in the 
Deep South and West, al- 
lowing the delta variant 
to spread throughout the 
country. 


www.casinoalhambra.com 





AAA forecasts that more 
than 47 million people will 
travel by car or plane this 
weekend in the U.S., a re- 
turn to 2019 levels and 40% 
higher than last year. That 
includes 3.5 million airline 
DaASsengers. 

At the Newark, New Jer- 
sey, airport, travelers wait- 
ed in long check-in lines 
Wednesday and encoun- 
tered flight delays that test- 
ed their patience. Some 
were just happy to get ona 
plane after vacation plans 
were disrupted last year by 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
Rhetta Williams, a 54-year- 
old manager at a phar- 
maceutical company, was 
traveling to Charleston, 
South Carolina, for a family 
reunion with about 50 rela- 
tives that was postponed a 
year ago because of the 
VIFUS. 

"And we're not going to be 
practicing any social dis- 
tancing,' she said, laugh- 
Ing. 

While masks have been 
shed around the country 
even in indoor spaces, the 
Transportation Security Ad- 
ministration emphasizes 
that they are still required 
at airoorts and on planes. 
Williams is confident of the 
effectiveness of such safe- 
guards and the shots she 
got. 

"I'm fully vaccinated, so | go 
with that, and | just fake my 
safety measures,’ she said. 
Zach Carothers, a 21-year- 
old computer science stu- 
dent, came the opposite 
direction, flying from the 
University of South Carolina 
to Newark for a weekend 
at the Jersey Shore, where 
people have been flocking 
back following the easing 
of restrictions. 

It's nice to get back to it af- 
ter quarantining for so long. 
It's nice To see people out," 
Carothers said, adding that 
he is looking forward to a 
vacation that "will definitely 
have celebratory beers." 
To keep enough workers to 
meet demand, Southwest 
Airlines offered double 
pay for flight attendants 
and other employees who 
agree to extra work through 
Wednesday. Unions at 
Southwest and American 
Airlines said management 
did not act quickly enough 
to retain and retrain pilots 
after furloughs and retire- 
ments sourred by the pan- 
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demic. 

Not everyone is accepting 
the continuing safety re- 
strictions gracefully. Airlines 
are reporting increasing 
cases of disruptive passen- 
gers refusing to wear masks. 
Fireworks are likely to draw 
some of the biggest crowds 
many communities have 
seen in months. 

“Outdoor stuff remains, | 
think, pretty safe for un- 
vaccinated or vaccinated 
people," said Dr. Ashish Jha, 
dean of Brown University's 
School of Public Health. 
"Probably a packed out- 
door concert is not ideal, 
but short of that, outdoor 
activity is safe for people. 
Watching fireworks Is fine." 
So long as everyone stays 
outside. 

“With soaring temperatures 
in many places, I'm nervous 
more folks will move their 
parties and events indoors, 
which does pose d risk," 
said Dr. Saskia Popescu, an 
infectious disease expert at 
George Mason University. 
IN many parts of the USS., 
people are becoming too 
lax about the virus, said Dr. 
Lynn Goldman, dean of 
George Washington Uni- 
versity's school of public 
health. Some states have 
less than half their popula- 
tion fully vaccinated. 

‘Im concerned about most 
of the country,” Goldman 
said. "| think it's premature 
to declare it over, especial- 
ly because of what we see 
in other parts of the world." 
But Dr. Georges Benjamin, 
executive director of the 
American Public Health As- 
sociation, said the fully vac- 
cinated are OK to gather 
with other fully vaccinated 
people. 

“Get on the deck, have a 
great barbecue, enjoy the 
Fourth," he said. LC) 
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Court strikes Trump EPA rule for full-year 15% ethanol sales 


By DAVID PITT 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, lowa (AP) —A 
federal appeals court on 
Friday threw out a Trump- 
era Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency rule change 
that allowed for the sale 
of a 15% ethanol gaso- 
line blend in the summer 
months. 

The decision deals a signifi- 
cant blow to the ethanol 
industry and corn farmers 
who grow the crop from 
which the fuel additive is 
made. They had anticipat- 
ed increased ethanol de- 
mand through year-round 
sales of the higher blend. 
Most gasoline sold in the 
U.S. today is blended with 
10% ethanol. Corn farmers 
and ethanol refiners have 
oushed for the government 
to allow the widespread 
sale of a 15% ethanol 
blend. 

The Trump administration 
made the change to ful- 
fil a campaign promise 
to Midwest farmers. The 
EPA under President Don- 
ald Trump announced the 


change in May 2019, end- 
iINg a summer ban on the 
E15 blend. Provisions of the 
Clean Air Act have prohib- 
ited the sale of certain fuels 
with a higher volatility from 
June 1 through Sept. 15 to 
limit smog. Congress has 
allowed 10% ethanol, and 
the EPA in its 2019 ruling re- 
vised the interpretation of 
the exemption to federal 
law to include the 15% eth- 
anol blend. 

Ethanol supporters con- 
tend that using more of the 
corn-based renewable fuel 
is better for the environ- 
ment and helps meet fed- 
eral climate change goals. 
Three judges on the USS. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
for the District of Colum- 
bia issued Friday's decision. 
They said it's clear from 
federal law that Congress 
balanced = _ "wide-ranging 
economic, energy-security, 
and geopolitical implica- 
tions’ and that the wording 
of the law ‘reflects a com- 
promise, not simply a desire 
to maximize ethanol pro- 
duction aft all costs." They 
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In this April 21, 2020 file photo, ethanol train cars wait outside the 
Southwest lowa Renewable Energy plant, an ethanol producer, 


in Council Bluffs, lowa. 


concluded Congress did 
not intend to allow ethanol 
blends higher than 10% to 
be widely sold year-round. 
They said the EPA over- 
stepped its authority. 

The American Fuel & Pet- 
rochemical Manufactur- 
ers, the trade group for 
the petroleum industry that 
challenged the EPA deci- 
sion, said the court simply 
followed government's in- 
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teroretation of the law in 
effect for 30 years. 

"There is no ambiguity in 
statute and the previous 
administration's reinterore- 
tation overstepped the will 
of Congress," said AFPM 
President and CEO Chet 
Thompson. 

The lowa Corn Growers 
Association said it will con- 
tinue to work with the Biden 
administration, | Congress 


and state officials to main- 
tain consumer access to 
E15 year-round. 

‘It does not make sense 
to reinstate barriers that 
could inhibit market ac- 
cess to a cleaner-burning 
fuel choice that combats 
climate change,’ said Carl 
Jardon, a farmer from Ran- 
doloh, lowa, and president 
of the lowa Corn Growers 
Association. 

The decision is the second 
major court defeat for the 
ethanol industry in a week. 
On June 25, the U.S. Su- 
preme Court said some 
petroleum refiners may ex- 
empt themselves from re- 
quirements to blend etha- 
nol into the gasoline they 
produce, further cutting 
into the amount of ethanol 
blended into the national 
fuel supply. 

Ethanol supporters could 
ask the full D.C. Circuit 
Court to review the deéci- 
sion of the’ three-judge 
panel. They also could 
ask Congress to change 
the law to allow for year 
around E15 sales. L} 





New U.S. LGBTQ-rights envoy sees reasons for hope and worry 


By DAVID CRARY 

NEW YORK (AP) — Jessica 
Stern, soon to become the 
State Departments spe- 
cial diplomatic envoy for 
LGBTQ rights, sees a mix of 
promising news and wor- 
risome developments al- 
most everywhere she looks, 
both at home and abroad. 
In the United States, Stern's 
admiration for President 
Joe Biden's moves support- 
ing LGBTQ rights is offset by 
her dismay at other devel- 
opments. These include 
persisting violence against 
transgender women of col- 
oranda wave of legislation 
in Republican-governed 
states seeking fo limit sports 
participation and medical 
options for trans youth. 

“| don't think there's a Coun- 
try or region that's all good 
or all bad,’ she fold The As- 
sociated Press on Friday. 
“When you look around the 
world, you see progress and 
danger simultaneously." 
Stern, whose new post was 
announced by Biden last 
week, has served since 
2012 as executive director 


of New York-based Out- 
Right Action International, 
which works globally to 
orevent abuses of LGBTQ 
people and — strengthen 
their civil rights. She expects 
to start the State Depart- 
ment job in September. 
From her vantage point at 
Outkight, she's been moni- 
toring far-flung threats to 
LGBTQ people: recent mass 
arrests in African countries 
such as Ghana and Ugan- 
da, three killings within a 
week in Guatemala, and 
legislation in Hungary that 
has been assailed by many 
European leaders and hu- 
man rights activists as deni- 
grating LGBTQ people. 
Stern is also worried that 
LGBIQ people in Myanmar 
are suffering disproportion- 
ately amid the military's 
violent suppression of dem- 
onstrators and opposition 
groups. 

Regarding the — United 
States, she said, LGBTQ de- 
velooments this year have 
reflected deep-seated 
contradictions. 

She hailed Biden for mov- 


ing to bolster transgender 
rights, including lifting a 
Trump administration ban 
that blocked trans people 
from joining the military. 
And she welcomed the 
ground-breaking appoint- 
ments of LGBTQ people to 
important administration 
posts — including Pete But- 
tigieg, who Is gay, as trans- 
portation secretary, and Dr. 
Rachel Levine, who Is trans- 
gender, as assistant secre- 
tary of health. 

"At the same time, the work 
in the U.S. for the safety 
and security of transgen- 
der Americans is far from 
complete," said Stern. She 
urged Congress fo pass 
the Equality Act, a bill that 
would extend federal civil 
rights protections to LGBTQ 
people. The bill is stalled in 
the Senate for lack of Re- 
oublican support. 

‘There's no country that has 
gotten this right," she said. 
“We all have work to do to 
ensure we are free from dis- 
crimination and violence. 
... We're all in this together." 
She does see reasons for 





In this Dec. 7, 2019 photo provided by Brad Hamilton, Jessica 
Stern, head of Outright International, speaks during the OutSum- 
mit in New York. 


optimism, even in Africa, 
where South Africa is the 
only one of 54 nations to 
have legalized same-sex 
marriage. 

In Nigeria, for example, she 
said a recent poll showed 
25% of the public opposes 
discrimination against LG- 
BTQ people -- a substantial 
increase from a few years 
ogo; 

"There's no doubt it's a slow- 
er journey for LGBTQI rights 
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in any place where con- 
servative religions play a 
dominart role, but progress 
is happening," she said. 
"Every day | get an email 
from a new. organization 
-- maybe starting a film 
festival or an arts festival,” 
she said. "As long as LG- 
BTQI civil society is strong, 
it's only a matter of time 
before we see a change in 
attitudes and even in law 
and policy."U) 
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Tally of missing In condo collapse falls to 128 after audit 


By TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press 

SURFSIDE, Fla. (AP) — The 
number of people missing 
in the Florida condomini- 
um collapse fell substan- 
tially Friday, from 145 to 
128, after duplicate names 
were eliminated and some 
residents reported missing 
turned up safe, officials 
sald. 

Authorities also announced 
the recovery of four more 
bodies, including the 
7-year-old daughter of a 
Miami firefighter, raising the 
confirmed death toll to 22. 
Miami-Dade Mayor Dani- 
ella Levine Cava said the 
number of missing declined 
following an audit. In some 
cases, when detectives 
were able to contact peo- 
ole who had been report- 
ed as potentially missing, 
they found that not only 
were they safe, but other 
members of their families 
were safe, too. That pushed 
the list of people who have 
been accounted for up to 
188 and reduced the num- 
ber of missing, she said. 

"So this is very, very good 
news, she said, adding that 
the numbers are expected 
to keep changing because 
detectives are continually 
reviewing the list and verify- 
ing reports. 





Search and rescue personnel work atop the rubble at the Champlain Towers South condo build- 
ing, where scores of victims remain missing more than a week after it partially collapsed, Friday, 


July 2, 2021, in Surfside, Fla. 


Detectives have worked 
around the clock to con- 
tact relatives and others. 
IN some cases, English and 
Hebrew names have been 
offered for the same miss- 
ing relative, officials have 
said. 

The /7-year-old who. per- 
ished in the collapse was "a 
member of our fire family," 
Miami Mayor Francis Suarez 
said. 


The discovery of the girl's re- 
mains was especially hard 
on rescuers, Levine Cava 
sald. 

"It was truly different and 
more difficult for our first 
resoonders. These men 
and woman are paying an 
enormous human toll each 
and every day, and | ask 
that all of you please keep 
them in your thoughts and 
prayers, she said at a news 


Associated Press 


conference. 

The mayor also said she 
signed an emergency or- 
der to demolish the re- 
maining part of the build- 
ing once engineers have 
signed off on if. She said 
the order was signed now 
so that the demolition can 
move quickly once a date 
is set. Officials previously 
said it will likely be weeks 
before the demolition is 


scheduled. 

No one has been rescued 
since the first hours after 
the June 24 collapse of the 
12-story Champlain Towers 
South condominium. 
During a meeting Friday 
with relatives of the miss- 
ing, Miami-Dade Assistant 
Fire Chief Raide Jadallah 
said that only one voice 
has been heard during the 
entire search. A woman's 
voice was detected until 
about 10 a.m. or 11 a.m. 
on the morning of the col- 
lapse, which happened 
around 1:30 a.m. Rescuers 
were unable to reach her, 
and he said no other voic- 
es or human sounds have 
been heard since. 
Jadallah also prepared 
the families members for a 
possible suspension of the 
search if Hurricane Elsa — 
now in the eastern Carib- 
bean — brings strong winds 
to South Florida that would 
make the work foo danger- 
OUS. 

Some rescue workers Who 
are now staying in tents will 
be moved to cruise ships, 
which can stay safe during 
a tropical storm, Jadallah 
said. 

About 600 first resoonders 
will stay on the Royal Ca- 
ribbean ship Explorer of the 
Seas, the cruise line said.L) 





Proposal would ban mink farming to stem coronavirus mutation 





In this Jan. 4, 2020, file photo Rep. Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., 
speaks during a hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
Associated Press 


By MEG KINNARD 

Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — A 
bipartisan proposal in the 
U.S. House would ban the 
farming of mink fur in the 
United States in an effort to 
stem possible mutations of 
the coronavirus, something 


researchers have said can 
be accelerated when the 
virus spreads among ani- 
mals. 

The bill introduced _ this 
week Is an effort from Reps. 
Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., 
and Nancy Mace, R-S.C. 
It would prohibit the im- 


port, export, transport, sale 
or purchase of mink in the 
United States. 

Researchers have said that 
soread of COVID-19 among 
animals could speed up 
the number of mutations 
in the virus before it poten- 
tially jumps back to people. 
Last year, the European 
Centre for Disease Preven- 
tion and Control issued 
new guidance to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus 
between minks and hv- 
mans. The agency warned 
that when COVID-19 starts 
spreading on a mink farm, 
the large numbers of ani- 
mal infections means "the 
virus can accumulate mvu- 
tations more quickly in 
minks and spread back into 
the human population." 
Denmark reported last year 
that 12 people had been 
sickened by a variant of 


the coronavirus that had 
distinct genetic changes 
also seen in mink. 

"Knowing that there are 
variants, and being some- 
one who cares about the 
humane treatment of ani- 
mals, this is sort of a win-win 
for folks," Mace said Friday 
during an interview with 
The Associated Press. 
According to Fur Commis- 
sion USA, a nonprofit rep- 
resenting U.S. mink farmers, 
there are approximately 
275 mink farms in 23 states 
across the United States, 
producing about 3 mil- 
lion pelts per year. That 
amounts to an annual val- 
ue of more than $300 mil- 
lion, according to the com- 
mission. 

There have been several 
mink-related coronavirus 
cases in the U.S. In Decem- 
ber, a mink caught outside 


an Oregon farm. tested 
positive for low-levels of 
the coronavirus. State of- 
ficials said they believed 
the animal had escaped 
from a small farm already 
Under quarantine because 
of a coronavirus outbreak 
among mink and humans. 
According to the U.S. Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, @ mink on a 
Michigan farm "and a small 
number of people" were in- 
fected with a coronavirus 
“that contained mink-relat- 
ed mutations,’ something 
officials said suggested 
that mink-to-human spread 
may have occurred. 

While mink-to-human 
soread is possible, CDC of- 
ficials said "there is no evi- 
dence that mink are play- 
ing a significant role in the 
soread of SARS-CoV-2 to 
people.) 
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By KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
After nearly 20 years, the 
U.S. military left Bagram 
Airfield, the epicenter of 
its war to oust the Taliban 
and hunt down the al-Qai- 
da perpetrators of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks on Amer- 
ica, two U.S. officials said 
Friday. 

The airfield was handed 
over to the Afghan Nation- 
al Security and Defense 
Force in its entirety, they 
said, speaking on condi- 
tion they not be identified 
because they were not 
authorized to release the 
information to the media. 
One of the officials also 
said the U.S. top com- 
mander in Afghanistan, 
Gen. Austin S. Miller, “still 
retains all the capabilities 
and authorities to protect 
the forces.” 

Miller met Afghan Presi- 
dent Ashraf Ghani on Fri- 
day and according to a 
Dari-language tweet by 
the presidential palace, 
the two discussed “con- 
tinued U.S. assistance and 
cooperation with Afghani- 
stan, particularly In sup- 
porting the defense and 
security forces.” 

There were no specifics but 
the USS. is already commit- 
ted to paying nearly $4 bil- 
lion annually until 2024 to fi- 
nance the Afghan security 
forces. While no one was 
calling Miller's visit a fare- 
well, in the backdrop of 
the evacuation of Bagram 
Airfield it had the hallmarks 
of a goodbye. 

Meanwhile, Afghanistan's 
district administrator for Ba- 
gram, Darwaish Raufi, said 
the American departure 
was done overnight with- 
out any coordination with 
local officials, and as a 
result early Friday, dozens 
of local looters stormed 
through the unprotected 
gates before Afghan forc- 
es regained control. 

“They were stopped and 
some have been arrested 
and the rest have been 
cleared from the base,” 
Raufi told The Associated 
Press, adding that the 
looters ransacked several 
buildings before being ar- 
rested and the Afghan 
forces took control. 
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A gate is seen at the Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan, Friday, June 25, 2021. 


“Unfortunately the Ameri- 
cans left without any co- 
ordination with Bagram 
district officials or the gov- 
ermor’s office,” Raufi said. 
“Right now our Afghan se- 
curity forces are in control 
both inside and outside of 


the base.” 
However, U.S. military 
sookesman Col. Sonny 


Leggett said the hando- 
ver was an “extensive pro- 
cess’ that soanned several 
weeks and began soon af- 
ter President Joe Biden's 
mid-April announcement 
that America was. with- 
drawing the last of its forc- 
es. 

“All handovers of Resolute 
Support bases and facili- 
ties, fo Include Bagram A\r- 
field, have been closely 
coordinated, both with se- 
nior leaders from the gov- 
ernment and with our Af- 
ghan partners in the secu- 
rity forces, including lead- 
ership of the locally based 
units resoective to each 
base,” said Col. Leggett. 
The deputy spokesman 
for the defense minister, 
Fawad Aman, said nothing 
of the early morning loot- 
ing. He said only the base 
has been handed over 
and that Afghan forces 
will now “protect the base 
and use it to combat ter- 
rorism.”” 

The Taliban also welcomed 
the American withdrawal 
from Bagram Airfield. In 
February 2020, the Trump 
administration signed a 


peace deal with the Tal- 
iban promising the with- 
drawal of all troops from 
Afghanistan. 

Taliban spokesman Zabi- 
hullah Mujahid tweeted 
that Friday’s departure 
was a “positive step,” urg- 
ing for the “withdrawal of 
foreign forces from all parts 
of the country.” 

The withdrawal is the clear- 
est indication that the last 
of the 2,500-3,500 USS. 
troops have left Afghani- 
stan or are nearing a de- 
parture months ahead of 
Biden’s promise that they 
would be gone by Sept. 
Wh. 

It was clear soon after the 
mid-April announcement 
that the U.S. was ending Its 
“forever war,” that the de- 
parture of U.S. soldiers and 
their estimated 7,000 NATO 
allies would be complet- 
ed nearer to July 4, when 
America celebrates Its In- 
dependence Day. 

As of this week, most other 
NATO soldiers have already 
quietly exited Afghanistan. 
Announcements from sev- 
eral countries analyzed by 
the AP show that a majority 
of European troops has left 
with little ceremony a stark 
contrast to the dramatic 
and public show of force 
and unity when NATO allies 
lined up to back the U.S. in- 
vasion in 2001. 

The U.S. has refused to say 
when the last American 
soldier would leave Af- 
ghanistan, citing security 
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concerns, but also future 
security and protection for 
Kabul International Airport 
is still being negotiated. 
Turkish and U.S. soldiers are 
currently protecting the 
airport, still under Resolute 
Support Mission, which is 
the military mission being 
wound down. 

Until a new agreement for 
the airport is struck by Tur- 
key and the Afghan gov- 
ernment, and possibly the 
United States, If appears 
the Resolute Support mis- 
sion would to have to con- 
tinue to be in charge of 
the facility. 

The U.S. will also have 
about 650 troops in AT- 
ghanistan to protect its 
sorawling embassy in Ka- 
bul. 

Their presence is under- 
stood will be covered un- 
der a bilateral agreement 
with the Afghan govern- 
ment. 

The U.S. and NATO depar- 
ture comes as the Taliban 
make strides in several 
parts of the country, over- 
running dozens of districts 
and overwhelming belea- 
guered Afghan security 
forces. 

IN a worrying develop- 
ment, the government has 
resurrected militias with a 
history of brutal violence to 
assist Afghan security forc- 
es. At what had all the hall- 
marks of a final press con- 
ference, Gen. Miller this 
week warned that contin- 
ued violence risked a Civil 


war in Afghanistan. 

At its peak in and around 
2012, Bagram Airfield saw 
more than 100,000 USS. 
troops pass through the 
massive Compound barely 
an hour's drive north of Ka- 
bul. 

The departure is rife with 
symbolism, the second 
time an invader of Afghan- 
istan has come and gone 
through Bagram. 

The Soviet Union built the 
airfield in the 1950s. When 
It invaded Afghanistan in 
1979 to back a Communist 
governmen, it turned Ba- 
gram into its main base. For 
10 years, the Soviets fought 
the U.S.-backed mujahe- 
deen, dubbed freedom 
fighters by President Ron- 
ald Reagan who saw them 
as a front-line force in one 
of the last Cold War bat- 
tles. 

When the U.S. and NATO 
inherited Bagram in 2001, 
they found if in ruins, a Col- 
lection of crumbling build- 
ings, gouged by rockets 
and shells, most of its pe- 
rimeter fence wrecked. 
It had been abandoned 
after being battered in 
the battles between the 
Taliban and rival mujahe- 
deen warlords fleeing to 
their northern enclaves. 
The base has two runways. 
The most recent, at 12,000 
feet long, was built in 2006 
at a cost of $96 million. 
There are 110 revetments, 
which are basically park- 
Ing spots for aircraft, pro- 
tected by blast walls. Glo- 
balSecurity, a security think 
tank, says Bagram includes 
three large hangars, a 
control tower and numer- 
Ous support buildings. The 
base has a 50-bed hospital 
with a trauma bay, three 
operating theaters and a 
modern dental clinic. An- 
other section houses a pris- 
on, notorious and feared 
among Afghans.) 


1 





> | 
pera (any Pa 
pele; ejeje) 4 


= 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 





SATURDAY 3 JULY 2021 AGIWO RLD NEWS 
UN documents sled torture, abuse in Ukrainian conflict 


KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Pris- 
oners taken by the warring 
parties in the separatist con- 
flict in eastern Ukraine have 
endured systematic torture, 
sexual violence and other 
abuses, the United Nations 
human rights agency said 
in a report released Friday. 
The report issued by the Of- 
fice of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Hu- 
man Rights (OHCHR) said 
that prisoners’ abuse was 
particularly rampant in the 
initial stage of the seven- 
year conflict, but noted 
that it continues to this day. 
“Seven years since the out- 
break of the conflict, If is 
Unacceptable that such 
egregious human rights vio- 
lation remain largely unad- 
dressed,” said Matilda Bog- 
ner, Head of the UN Human 
Rights Monitoring Mission in 
Ukraine. “The prohibition of 
torture and other cruel, in- 
human or degrading treat- 
ment is absolute. Torture 
can never be justified.” 

The conflict in Ukraine's 
eastern industrial heart- 
land called the Donbas 
erupted in April 2014 weeks 
after Russia's annexation 
of Ukraine’s Crimean Penin- 
sula that followed the oust- 
er of the country’s former 
Moscow-leaning president. 





In this Thursday, April 16, 2020 file photo, Ukrainian war prisoners wearing masks to protect against 
coronavirus cross a mine barrier during a prisoner exchange, near the village of Mayorske, 


Luhansk region, eastern Ukraine. 


Russia-backed separatists 
took control of large areas 
in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, established the so- 
called ‘people’s republics’ 
and fought the govern- 
ment forces attempting 
to reclaim control. More 
than 14,000 people have 
been killed. The OHCHR es- 
timated the total number 
of conflict-related deten- 
tions from April 14, 2014 until 


April 30, 2021 at 7,900-8,700 
, Including 3,600-4,000 by 
the government side and 
4,300-4,700 by separatists. 

It said in the report that both 
sides used secret deten- 
tion facilities immune from 
any prosecutorial oversight 
or access by rights moni- 
tors. The government side 
stopped using them in 2017 
but the separatists contin- 
ue to hold prisoners incom- 
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municado, denying access 
to their relatives and moni- 
tors to that moment, the 
OHCHR said. 

The OHCHR analyzed more 
than 1,300 individual cases 
of conflict-related deten- 
tion. It said that in cases that 
occurred only between 
2014-2015, 74% of detain- 
ees held by government 
forces and 82.2% to 85.7% 
of those held by the rebels 
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in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions respectively were 
frequently subjected to tor- 
ture and ill-treatment. 

It estimated the total num- 
ber of conflict-related de- 
tainees subjected to tor- 
ture and_ ill-treatment in 
2014-2021 at around 4,000 
- 1,500 at the hands of gov- 
ernment agents and about 
2,500 by separatists. They 
included an estimated 340 
victims of sexual violence. 
The OHCHR said that both 
in the government-con- 
trolled and separatist-held 
territories “forture and 
ill-treatment, including 
conflict-related sexual vio- 
lence, were used to extract 
confessions or information, 
or to otherwise force de- 
tainees to cooperate, as 
well as for punitive purpos- 
es, to humiliate and intimi- 
date, and to extort money 
and property.” 

Methods of torture and ill- 
treatment used by both 


sides included beatings, 
dry and wet = asphyxia- 
tion, electrocution, rape, 


forced nudity, water, food, 
sleep or toilet deprivation, 
mock executions, hood- 
ing, and threats of death 
or further torture or sexual 
violence, or harm to family 
members.) 





Over 6 million EU citizens apply fo settle in post-Brexit U.K. 
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In this file photo dated Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020, pro-Europe 
protesters demonstrate against Britain’s Brexit split from the Bloc, 
outside the Houses of Parliament in London. 


By PAN PYLAS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — More than 
6 million European Union 
citizens applied to settle 
in the U.K. before the end- 
June deadline that the 
British government had im- 
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posed as part of the coun- 
try's departure from the 
bloc. 

In a statement Friday, Brit- 
ain's Home Office said of 
the 6.02 million people who 
had applied, 400,000 ap- 
plications were made in 


the final month before the 
end of the EU Settlement 
scheme. 

“Having more than 6 mil- 
lion applications to the 
scheme is an unprece- 
dented achievement and 
| am delighted that we 
have secured the rights of 


so many EU citizens our 
friends, neighbours and 
family members,” Home 


Secretary Priti Patel said. 
The Home Office said that 
the 570,000 people with 
pending applications will 
have their rights protected 
until their application is de- 
cided and that there will 
be “indefinite scope” for 
anyone who missed the 
deadline to make a late 
application. 

People who submitted an 
application by the dead- 
line have received a certi- 
fication that they can use 
if they need to prove their 


immigration status for any 
reason, such as taking up a 
new job or renting a prop- 
erty. 

The scheme was _ intro- 
duced in March 2019 as 
part of the U.K.’s plans to 
leave the EU. One of the 
main impacts of Brexit was 
the end of freedom of 
movement, whereby any- 
one in any EU state can live 
and work anywhere else 
within the bloc, which num- 
bers 27 countries after the 
U.K.'s departure. 

Under the scheme, EU citi- 
zens in the country will be 
guaranteed their rights, in- 
cluding access to benefits 
and healthcare, in the U.K. 
Any EU citizen who hasn't 
applied could now poten- 
tially lose their rights or even 
be subject to deportation. 
Similar schemes have been 
in place in the EU with re- 
gard to the 1 million or so 


British citizens who live with- 
in the bloc. 

Those applying for post- 
Brexit residency permits in 
France also faced a dead- 
line on Wednesday. 

One key concern is that 
the immigration — policy 
could leave a_ disastrous 
legacy similar to Britain's 
“Windrush” scandal, when 
many people from the Ca- 
ribbean who legally settled 
in the U.K. decades ago 
were wrongly caught up 
in tough new government 
rules to crack down on ille- 
gal immigration. 

Many in the “Windrush gen- 
eration” named after the 
shio that carried the first 
post-war migrants from the 
West Indies lost their homes 
and jobs or were even de- 
ported simply because 
they couldn't produce pa- 
perwork proving their resi- 
dency rights.L] 
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NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Ethiopia’s government on 
Friday rejected accusa- 
tions that it’s trying to “suf- 
focate” the people of Ti- 
gray by denying them ur- 
gently needed food and 
other aid, as transport and 
communications links re- 
mained severed to the re- 
gion that faces the world’s 
worst famine crisis in a de- 
cade. 

Foreign Minister Demeke 
Mekonnen spoke fo report- 
ers a day after a bridge 
that’s crucial for accessing 
much of the region of 6 mil- 
lion people was destroyed 
and the United Nations in- 
dicated that special forces 
from the neighboring Am- 
hara region were to blame. 
Amhara authorities have 
occupied western Tigray 
and forced out hundreds of 
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Ethiopia denies trying to ‘suffocate Tigray region 


thousands of ethnic Tigray- 
ans. “The insinuation that 
we are trying to suffocate 
the Tigrayan people by 
denying humanitarian ac- 
cess and using hunger as a 
weapon of war is beyond 
the pale. There is absolutely 
no reason for us to do so. 
These are our people,” De- 
meke said. 

Ethiopia's government 
blamed Tigray forces for 
the bridge's destruction. 
But an aid worker who trav- 
elled to the site said area 
residents described to him 
how they saw Amhara spe- 
cial forces placing objects 
on the bridge and driv- 
ing away after the blast. 
“They still seemed in shock 
at what had happened,” 
Roger Sandberg, vice presi- 
dent of field operations with 
Medical Teams Interna- 








A destroyed bridge over the Tekeze River is seen in the Tigray 
region of northern Ethiopia Thursday, July 1, 2021. 


tional, told The Associated 
Press. Sandberg said area 
residents also told him that 
there was no other way to 
cross, while Tigray forces 
conveyed to him that they 
wouldn't obstruct NGO ac- 
cess to the region. 





Mexican migrants sent home a record 
$4.5 billion in May 





In this June 27, 2020 file photo, a customer leaves a bank where 
people receive international money wires in Acatlan de Osorio, 
Mexico. 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi- 
cans living abroad sent 
home a record amount 
of money in May, topping 
$4.5 billion in a month for 
the first time, Mexico's cen- 
tral bank said Thursday. 

Just a year ago, it was con- 
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sidered a record when mi- 
grants’ money, known as 
remittances, broke the $4 
billion per month mark in 
March 2020. 

They now regularly send 
more than $4 billion. Only 
January and February, tra- 


ditionally slow months for 
remittances, fell below that 
mark this year, with March, 
April and May setting new 
records. May is a tradition- 
ally high month because 
of Mother’s Day. The $19.2 
billion sent home in the first 
five months of 2021 is 21.7% 
more than during the same 
period of 2020. 

If the pace keeps up, Mexi- 
co could be on track fo top 
$45 billion in remittances for 
the full year in 2021. 

As a source of foreign in- 
come, remittances earn 
Mexico more money than 
oil exports or tourism and 
are exceeded only by 
manufacturing exports. 
BBVA bank said in an anal- 
ysis report that the rapid 
U.S. economic recovery 
and shortages of workers 
in some sectors may have 
heloed migrants send more 
money home. ) 
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The U.N. Security Council 
was meeting to discuss Ti- 
gray on Friday. 

IN a stunning turn earlier this 
week, Ethiopia declared a 
unilateral cease-fire on hu- 
manitarian grounds while 
retreating from Tigray forc- 


es. But the government 
faces growing international 
pressure as it continues to 
cut off the region from the 
rest of the world. Aid work- 
ers say fuel and other sup- 
plies are running low. 

IN a_ strikingly outspoken 
statement, the World Food 
Program said on. Friday 
that a second key bridge 
leading into Tigray was de- 
stroyed on Thursday, while 
no WFP flights bringing in 
U.N. or other aid workers 
have been allowed by Ethi- 
opia since June 22. 

Even before the bridges 
were destroyed, at least 
3,800 metric tons of food 
had been blocked from 
reaching parts of western 
Tigray, WFP emergency co- 
ordinator Tommy Thomp- 
son told reporters in Gene- 
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Commit yourself to a plastic-free July 


ORANJESTAD - Are you aware of 
the law that prohibits the use of 
environmentally harmful —prod- 
ucts? Did you know that the Na- 
tional Ordinance Prohibition of 
Environmentally Harmful Products 
( AB2019No.67 ) prohibits the use 
of single-use plastic? Read more 
about this law that regulates which 
products are prohibited from im- 
porting, purchasing or giving away 
single-use plastic products. 


For the month of July, the Nature 
and Environment Directorate, as 
in previous years, is proposing a 
challenge for the use or purchase 
of plastic products. The platform 
www.plasticfreejuly.orghas a chal- 
lenge available to help those who 
want to change their daily habits 
of using plastic products. Advice 
is available on the platform on 
how to successfully achieve this 
change, but it helos with how to 
avoid using plastic products and 
for how long. It also includes an op- 
tion where each participant can 
set their level at which he or she 
considers themselves to take the 
next step. Entrants can select the 
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time frame they want to be part of 
the challenge for, either for a day, 
a week, or the entire month of July 
or even from now on. Share the link 
with your friends on your personal 
social media so that others can 
know about the challenge you are 
participating in. 

e Party balloons or balloons used 
in fishing. It is inevitable that 
these balloons end up in the 
ocean and are eaten by sea 
turtles and fish. This is deadly 
for these species, but also for 
humans if they enter our food 
chain. Humans can eat fish 
that contain microplastics. 
Global research has already 


shown that our food already 
contains microplastics. It is rec- 
ommended fo use other types 
of decorations and fo fish in a 
more sustainable way. 

Plastic soda, water and fruit 
juice bottles. Most people 
throw away their empty plas- 
tic bottles after consumption. 
These can be reused by refilling 
them with tap water. Another 
option is to buy these products 
in glass bottles or cardboard 
tetra packaging. 

Plastic flowers used for deco- 
rations or at funerals. Use fresh 
flowers or donate to a founda- 
tion. 

Plastic confetti that is also used 
as decoration is prohibited and 
can be replaced with paper 
confetti. Foam sheets are also 
made of plastic and can be re- 
placed with textiles. 

Plastic pie boxes can be re- 
placed with cardboard or reus- 
able boxes. 

Disoosable face masks can 
be replaced by reusable face 
masks. 


Personal hygiene products: 
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FREE JULY 
Sanitary pads can be replaced 
with the menstrual cup. Instead 
of disoosable diapers, use reus- 
able diapers, use Q-tips with 
wooden or paper sticks. Avoid 
buying plastic floss sticks and 
disposable razors. 

e Refuse coffee cup lids, use your 
own reusable coffee mug. Re- 
fuse stirrers or plastic straws. 
There are wooden stirrers or 
bring your own reusable stirrer. 


July is the month dedicated to rais- 
Ing awareness about using plas- 
tic products to helo you take real 
action. By taking on challenges 
like plasticfreejuly.org, you help 
reduce the amount of waste and 
pollution that ends up in the land- 
fills at Parkietenbos and Sero Teishi. 
The DNM thanks those who have 
already made the transition to a 
plastic-free world and have risen to 
the challenge. Only together can 
we be the change and be part of 
the solution to reduce plastic pol- 
lution that seriously damages the 
environment and the world we live 
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Aruba to me is..... A family tradition! 


You are back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send 
us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to 
me IS ....... Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t that a 
special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alivee Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Ca- 
ribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 

Last but not least: check out Our 
website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make 


you a happy reader every day 
again. 





For today’ Ss newspaper 
ceived two beautiful pictures 
from Danielle Salhany from Bos- 
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‘eine here are my pera 
and their grandchildren on our 
10th visit! ( (Non- -consecutive at to 
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ORANJESTAD - Exploring the underwater won- 
ders is something you should definitely do dur- 
ing your stay in Aruba. The underwater world 
has everything to offer that makes a snorkel 
trip so exceptional; an impressive, colorful sea 
life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful cor- 
al reef. The historic shipwrecks, located on the 
Aruban seabed are also worth a visit. Aruba is 
known for its white beaches and blue oceans, 
which means there are many fascinating under 
water spots, where you can take your snorkel- 
ing gear and we selected the top spots for you. 





Tres Trapi 

Tres Trapi means tree steps in Papiamento, Pa- 
piamento is together with Dutch the official lan- 
guage spoken on Aruba. The beach Is called 
Tres Trapi because it is accessible by the tree 
steps carved into the rocks. Tres Trapi is a small 


rocky beach, located on the north-western 
side of the Island, approximately 5 to 10 minute 
drive from Palm Beach. From the unique steps 
you can easily walk over the beach into the 
clear and turquoise blue ocean. While snorkel- 
ing you will encounter all kind of tropical fishes 
and sea stars. The kind of starfish you will find in 
the Aruban waters is the red cushion sea star. 
This is a starfish that is commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Caribbean sea and if you 
are lucky during your snorkeling visit to Tres Tra- 
pl, you may come across one of the green sea 
turtles. Resoect the animal, keep your distance 
and enjoy the view. Also remember; it is a once 
in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, built in 1939 
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in Hamburg, Germany. Antilla came to Aruba, 
because if had to find a neutral port. When 
Germany invaded the Netherlands on May 10, 
1940, the crew decided to let their own ship 
sink, to prevent it from falling into the hands 
of the Dutch Navy. Antilla lies on its portside in 
Malmok bay, and the sunken word war two ship 
is now one of Aruba’s most popular snorkeling 
and dive spots. However, the ship wreck can 
only be reached by boat. The ship Is visible from 
the surface and during your snorkeling trip you 
be surrounded by hundreds of tropical fishes, 
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but the ship wreck alone is already impressive 
enough. 


Baby Beach 

Baby beach; a white beach, with a crystal blue 
ocean. The beach is located on the southern 
part of the island. On the way to the famous 
beach, you will drive through the old capital of 
Aruba, San Nicolas. The old Aruban culture can 
be still felt and experienced here, so do not hes- 
itate to get out of your car and walk around for 
a while. Baby beach is a child friendly beach, 
since it is shallow and the water has a pleas- 
ant temperature. The name therefore fits well 
with the beach. Baby beach is an excellent 
beach for snorkeling, especially if you want to 
go with small children, because the water re- 
mains shallow and there are still many under- 
water wonders to see. In the ocean there is an 
area marked until where It is recommended to 
snorkel and on the beach you will find different 
facilities. It is a perfect beach to soend your day 
snorkeling and relaxing. 


Mangel Halto 

Mangel Halto beach is located in Savaneta, on 
the southern-west part of the island. The beach 
is different from the other beaches in Aruba; it is 
beach full of mangroves. You reach the beach 
by a bridge through the mangroves and then 
you will have several entrances to the sea. 
There are diverse soots where you can enjoy a 
perfect beach day, wooden stairs made to en- 
ter the water and a dock to sif on and enjoy the 
view. Mangel Halto is also worth a visit for the 
snorkeling experience. Inside the bay, the water 
is clear and you find many colorful fish. Outside 
the bay is a bit more challenging for beginners 
because of the wind and the waves, but the 
coral is alive and it is just like snorkel heaven.L) 
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Harbour House Aruba officially open! 





80 % sold, construction in final phase: 
Harbour House Aruba is ready for you! 





ORANJESTAD — It was the official Grand Opening of 
Harbour House Aruba last Thursday, June 10th. The 
residence consisting of 94 units is located in the for- 
mer Mar Azul building, right in the heart of Oranjestad. 
The two brothers Irwin J. Perret-Gentil and Alberto Per- 
ret-Gentil from PERING, one of the largest, privately- 
owned Real Estate and construction firms in Venezu- 
ela and Aruba, officially opened their new jewel in the 
presence of the invitees. 


Harbour House Aruba is the ultimate smart investment 
or personal living space. A state-of-the-art lobby, an 
ocean-view gym, bar service, rooftop with 360 de- 
grees view of Oranjestad, on-site parking, 24-hours 
security and a top floor lounge area with Jacuzzi's. 
Cherry on the cake: an infinity pool with a panorama 
on the harbour. 

Harbour House Aruba offers cosmopolitan living in a 
beach-chic environment. The residence is fast-selling 
their studios, two-bedroom and three-bedroom units 
for many reasons but in a nutshell we can name: 
great location, great value for your money and great 
quality. To see exactly what still is available you may 





check the website which shows you a 
map with sold and open units. Uodates 
on construction are also on forehand. 
When you live abroad stopping by to 
check upon your purchase is not that 
simple, yet with the monthly updates 
on their website, it is a lot easier. 


Hottest condo in town 

Aruba Today talked to one of the own- 
ers from New York: “This is going to be 
the hottest condo building on the is- 
land because this is the very first thing 
people see when they arrive here by 
cruise ship and It is the only one com- 
bining the ocean, port and city. We 
feel so happy to be the owner here, 
also, the organization is amazing. We 





are being accommodated in every 
way, the attention you get is extraor- 
dinary.” 


Boardwalk 

Living here includes being part of 
Oranjestad and alll its benefits. Around 
the Harbour House building a board- 
walk is constructed allowing you to 
stroll along the waterfront and enjoy a 
drink on a terrace or dive into the art 
gallery, souvenir store or even have 
dinner facing the atmospheric harbour 
of Oranjestad. 

The process of purchase is easy, wheth- 
er you are abroad or on the island. 
Make an appointment through the 
website to visit the sales office when 
you are here. In that way you can ac- 
tually see the unit, materials and ame- 
nities. If you are not on the island the 
website can help you out and the sales 
office is happy to send you all needed 
documentation for you to orientate. 
When agreed upon the unit you sign 
an agreement and move forward with 
the down payment which is $ 50.000. 
At receipt of that amount the sales is 
closed and the price will not change. 
You know what you get and will not be 
surprised by price changes. The pay- 
ment agreements after the deposit will 
be discussed and are flexible. Harbour 
House Aruba assist also in financing by 
banks.) 
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As U.S. companies scramble to hire, workers enjoy upper hand 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
the economy growing rap- 
idly as it reopens from the 
pandemic, many employ- 
ers are increasingly desper- 
ate to hire. Yet evidence 
suggests that as a group, 
the unemployed aren't 
feeling the same urgency 
to take jobs. 

Many people who are out 
of work are either seeking 
higher pay than they had 
before or are still reluctant 
to take jobs in public-facing 
service Companies for fear 
of contracting COVID-19. 
How those two trends bal- 
ance themselves out will 
likely set the pace for how 
many open positions em- 
ployers can fill in the com- 
ing months. 

On Friday, analysts expect 
the government to report 
that the economy added 
675,000 jobs in June. That 
would be a substantial gain 
but nowhere near the gains 
that could be expected 
given the record-high num- 
ber of job openings. 

In fact, some  econo- 
mists have estimated that 
monthly job growth would 
be at least twice what the 
three-month average gain 
was for March, April and 
May — 540,000 — if there 
were no constraints on the 
number of workers avail- 
able to fill jobs. 

For June, the unemploy- 
ment rate is projected to 
have dipped from 5.8% in 
May to a still-elevated 5.7%. 
Total available jobs 
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This May 5, 2021 photo shows hiring signs posted outside a gas station in Cranberry Township, 


Butler County, Pa. 


reached 9.3 million in April, 
the highest in 20 years of 
data, according to the La- 
bor Department. The em- 
ployment website Indeed 
has said that job postings 
have increased still further 
since then. 

As the competition to keep 
and attract workers inten- 
sifies, esoecially at restau- 
rants and tourist and enter- 
tainment venues, employ- 
ers are offering higher pay, 
along with signing and re- 
tention bonuses and more 
flexible working hours. The 
proportion of job advertise- 
ments that promise a bo- 
nus has more than doubled 
in the past year, Indeed 


found. 

The supply of potential 
hires is being held back by 
a variety of factors. Many 
Americans still have health 
concerns about working 
around large numbers of 
people. About 1.5 million 
people, mostly women, are 
no longer working or look- 
ing for work because they 
had to care for children 
when schools and day 
care centers shut down. 
And roughly 2.6 million old- 
er workers took advantage 
of enlarged stock portfolios 
and home values to retire 
early. 

A temporary $300-a-week 
federal unemployment 


Associated Press 


benefit, on top of regular 
state jobless aid, may be 
enabling some people to 
be more selective in look- 
ing for and taking jobs. 
Roughly half the states plan 
to stop paying the supple- 
ment by the end of July in 
what proponents say is an 
effort to nudge more of the 
unemployed to seek jobs. 

Economists at Goldman 
Sachs have calculated 
that in states that are cut- 
ting off the federal jobless 
payment early, the number 
of people who are receiv- 
ing state jobless aid is de- 
clining faster than in states 
that plan to pay the $300-a- 
week benefit until it official- 


ly ends Sept. 6. That trend, 
which suggests could help 
boost hiring in June and in 
the subsequent months. 
On Thursday, the govern- 
ment reported that the 
number of people who 
applied for jobless aid last 
week fell to 364,000, the 
lowest level since the pan- 
demic began. 

There are also signs that 
people are re-evaluating 
their work and personal 
lives and aren't necessar- 
ily interested in returning to 
their old jobs, particularly 
those that offer modest 
wages. The proportion of 
Americans who quit their 
jobs in April reached its 
highest level in more than 
20 years. 

Nearly 6% of workers who 
are in an industry category 
that includes restaurants, 
hotels, casinos, and amuse- 
ment parks quit their jobs in 
April — twice the propor- 
tion of workers in all sectors 
who did so. 

Rising numbers of people 
quitting jobs, offen for high- 
er-paying positions, mean 
that even employers that 
have been hiring may be 
struggling to maintain suf- 
ficient staffing levels. 

A survey of manufacturers 
in June found widespread 
complaints among fac- 
tory executives about labor 
shortages. Many said they 
were experiencing heavy 
turnover because of what 
they called “wage dynam- 
ics": Other companies are 
luring their workers away 
with higher pay.LJ 





Amazon says its carbon footprint grew 19% last year 


NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon 
said Wednesday that. its 
carbon footprint grew 19% 
last year as it rushed to de- 
liver a surge of online orders 
during the pandemic. 

The online shopping behe- 
moth said activities tied 
to its businesses emitted 
60.64 million metric tons of 
carbon dioxide last year 
— the equivalent of burn- 
ing through 140 million bar- 
rels of oil. Amazon's carbon 
footprint has risen every 
year since 2018, when It first 
disclosed its carbon foot- 
orint, something employ- 
ees had pushed the com- 


pany to do. 

The Seattle-based com- 
pany said that, while its 
carbon footprint grew, the 
amount of carbon it emit- 
ted for every dollar spent 
on the site fell 16% in 2020. 
But the increase in its total 
carbon footprint shows how 
hard it is for a fast-growing 
company like Amazon to 
cut down on pollution. 

The company has been 
buying up solar energy, 
making its gadgets out of 
recycled plastic and even 
renamed a Seattle hock- 
ey arena after its climate- 
change initiative. 


However, Amazon de- 
pends on __ fuel-burning 
planes and trucks to ship 
billions of items around 
the world. In fact, if an- 
nounced earlier this year 
that it would buy 11 jets to 
get packages to shoppers 
faster. Amazon's emissions 
from fossil fuels soared 69% 
last year. 

There was some improve- 
ment. Because more peo- 
ple stayed home and or- 
dered online during the 
pandemic, the emissions 
from shoppers’ drives to 
Amazon's grocer Whole 
Foods and ifs other physi- 





In this Friday, Aug. 5, 2016, file photo, a Boeing 767 with an Ama- 
zon.com "Prime Air" livery flies over Lake Washington, as part of 
the Boeing Seafair Air Show. 


cal stores fell 32%, the com- 
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pany said.) 
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This photo provided by Nissan shows a 2021 Chevrolet Rogue with Nissan ProPilot Assist. The 
instrument cluster shows information related to the vehicle’s driver aids. 
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Edmunds demystifies advanced driver 
aids in new vehicles 


Edmunds 

There’s some hesitancy 
from the public regarding 
the future of self-driving 
cars; a survey by Aufolist 
says that most shoppers 
are split about whether 
having self-driving capa- 
bility on a vehicle makes it 
safer. Thankfully, real auto- 
mated driving vehicles are 
still years away. But consid- 
ering that nearly every new 
car on sale today comes 
standard or is available 
with some level of driver- 
assistance technology, it’s 
best to stay informed on 
what these features actu- 
ally do and whether you 
would want fo pay extra 
for them. These driving- 
assist technology features 
are often referred to as 
advanced driver-assist sys- 
tems, or ADAS. Some ADAS 
are more advanced than 
others, and capabilities 
vary from vehicle to ve- 
hicle. Let’s be clear: There 
are no fully automated or 
self-driving cars for sale to- 
day. For example, General 
Motors’ Super Cruise sys- 
tem and Ford’s upcoming 
BlueCruise system allow for 
limited hands-free driving, 
but most new vehicles do 
not. All ADAS today — even 
hands-free ones — require 
the driver to pay attention 
to the road and be ready 
to take over at any time. 
The actual function of ADAS 
is similar among automak- 
ers, but mixed messaging 


and confusing names don’t 
make it very clear how ve- 
hicles Compare. Edmunds 
is here to help break down 
what these terms actually 
mean and what some of 
these systems can do. 
ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL 
Adaptive cruise control 
can adjust your soeed to 
maintain a constant dis- 
tance between your ve- 
hicle and the car in front. 
Some systems can bring a 
vehicle to a complete stop 
and then speed up again 
when traffic starts to move. 
Others can also react to 
traffic signs and set soeed 
accordingly. Some manu- 
facturer names you might 
come across include Dy- 
namic Radar Cruise Con- 
trol (Toyota), Smart Cruise 
Control (Hyundai) and In- 
telligent Cruise Control (Nis- 
san). 


AUTOMATIC EMERGENCY 
BRAKING 
Automatic emergency 


braking paired with for- 
ward collision warning can 
alert you if a front impact 
is imminent and can ap- 
ply your vehicle’s brakes if 
you don’t respond in time. 
As with adaptive cruise 
control, there are a variety 
of names that automakers 
use to refer to automatic 
emergency braking. They 
include Collision Mitigation 
Braking System (Honda), 
Forward Collision Mitigation 
(Mitsubishi) and Collision 
Prevention Assist Plus (Mer- 


cedes-Benz). Some more 
advanced systems include 
features such as evasive 
steering assist, which en- 
hances the forward colli- 
sion mitigation system and 
can help steer a vehicle to 
possibly avoid a collision. 
LANE-KEEPING ASSIST 
Lane-keeping assist can 
helo steer your vehicle 
back into its lane if it begins 
to driff over the lane mark- 
er. Drivers might feel a small 
tug on the wheel as well as 
see a warning that the ve- 
hicle isn’t staying in its lane. 
Various names include Ac- 
tive Steering Assist (Mer- 
cedes-Benz) and Intelligent 
Lane Intervention (Nissan). 
A lane-departure warn- 
ing system only alerts you 
about drifting out of your 
lane and cannot make any 
corrective action. 

SUPER CRUISE AND AUTOPI- 
LOT 

General Motors’ Super 
Cruise and Tesla’s Autopi- 
lot are some of the most 
advanced driver-assist 
systems available. Super 
Cruise was the first hands- 
free system to hit the mar- 
ket, though it currently only 
works on highways. Be- 
sides adjusting soeeds with 
adaptive cruise control, 
Super Cruise can change 
lanes for you. You still have 
to be ready to take over 
at any time, and the car 
monitors the driver to make 
sure he or she Is paying at- 
tention to the road. L} 
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Navy ditches futuristic ore eyes hypersonic missiles 


BATH, Maine (AP) — The 
U.S. Navy pulled the plug, 
for now, on a_ futuristic 
weapon that fires projec- 
tiles at up to seven times 
the soeed of sound using 
electricity. 

The Navy spent more than 
a decade developing the 
electromagnetic — railgun 
and once considered put- 
ting them on the stealthy 
new Zumwalt-class destroy- 
ers built at Maine’s Bath 
lron Works. 

But the Defense Depart- 
ment is turning its atten- 
tion to hypersonic missiles 
to keep up with China and 
Russia, and the Navy cut 
funding for railgun research 
from its latest budget pro- 
posal. 

“The railgun is, for the mo- 
ment, dead,” said Mat- 
thew Caris, a defense ana- 
lyst at Avascent Group, a 
consulting firm. 

The removal of funding sug- 
gests the Navy saw both 
challenges in implement- 
ing the technology as well 
as shortcomings in the pro- 
jectiles’ range compared 
to hypersonic missiles, he 
said. 

The Navy’s decision to 
pause research at year’s 
end frees up resources for 
hypersonic missiles, direct- 
ed-energy systems like la- 
sers and electronic warfare 
systems, said Lt. Courtney 
Callaghan, a Navy spokes- 
person. 

Information gleaned dur- 
ing testing will be retained 
in the event the Office of 
Naval Research wants to 
pick up where it left off in 
the future, she said. 

All told, the Navy spent 
about $500 million on re- 
search and development, 
according to Bryan Clark, 
an analyst at the Hudson 
Institute. 

The technology was close 
to making the leap from 
science fiction to reality in 
the 21st century with the 
testing of prototypes. 

The concept held the pos- 
sibility of providing an ef- 
fective weapon at pennies 
on the dollars compared to 
smart bombs and missiles. 
That's because railguns use 
electricity instead of gun- 
powder, or jet or rocket en- 
gines, to accelerate a pro- 
jectile at six or seven times 
the soeed of sound. That 
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This Thursday, Feb. ! Ml file Ghote previded by the U. S. 
Navy, shows an electromagnetic railgun prototype launcher at 
the Naval Surface Warfare Center, Dahlgren Division test facility 


in Dahlgren, Va. 


creates enough kinetic en- 
ergy to destroy targets. 

But there were a number 
of problems. Those includ- 
ed the range of about 110 
miles in testing. 

A Navy vessel could not 
employ the gun without 
putting itself within range 
of a barrage of enemy mis- 
siles. And its usefulness for 
missile defense was also 
limited by range and rate 
of fire, Clark said. 

The idea dates back to the 
1940s. But there have al- 
ways been major hurdles 
because the parallel rails, 
or conductors, are sub- 
jected to massive electric 
current and magnetic forc- 
es that can cause dam- 
age after a few shots, said 
defense analyst Norman 
Friedman. 

A big question was always 
whether the gun could stay 
together during continuous 
firing, Friedman said. 





Downtown _ 
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A normal gun can be fired 
about 600 times before 
the barrel has to be refur- 
bished, but the barrel on 
the railgun prototype had 
to be replaced after about 
a dozen or two dozen shots 
were fired, Clark said. 

A few years ago, the Navy 
was talking about putting 
the gun on the future USS 
Lyndon B. Johnson, the last 
of three stealthy destroy- 
ers. It’s nearing completion 
and builder trials at Bath 
lron Works. 

The 600-foot-long (180-me- 
ter-long) warship uses ma- 
rine turbines similar to those 
that propel the Boeing 777 
to helo produce up to 78 
megawatts of electricity for 
use IN propulsion, weapons 
and sensors. 

That’s more than enough 
electricity for the railgun, 
and the ship has space 
following the cancellation 
of the advanced gun sys- 


tem, leaving the ship with 
no conventional cannon- 
based weapon. 

Instead, the Navy is pursu- 
ing an offshoot of the rail- 
gun, a hypervelocity pro- 
jectile, that can be fired 
from existing gun systems.L) 


ROCOCO PLAZA 
FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY 4 July 9am 
ANTIQUESHOP AND 
Daily inside Fleamarket 
OPEN Ma-4a 9.30-1 


saturday CHARITY 
MARKET/GarageSale 
start 9@RococoPlaza 
Info whatsap 741-5640 


Editor 
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V, 
Aruba Bank NV. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 
Acc.#23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 


Assistant Director 


Xiomara Arends 
Editors 


Liza Koolman (Management assistant) 
Richard Brooks 
Linda Reijnders 


Sales 


Linda Reijnders 
(linda. reijnders@cspnv.com) 
Sulaika Croes 


Classifieds 


classified@cspnv.com 


Distribution and Collection 


accounting@bondia.com 


Social / Website 


Juan Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 


Columnists 


Anthony Croes 
Joris Zantvoort 
Thais Franken 


Weststraat 2? 
T: 582-7800 
E: news@arubatoday.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
[a @arubatoday 





A13 


SATURDAY 3 JULY 2021 


aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

5927 3140 
5927 3200 
5927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Meghan McCain says she's quitting ‘The View' in late July 


By DAVID BAUDER 

NEW YORK (AP) — Meghan 
McCain, whose outspoken 
conservative views have 
frequently led to verbal fire- 
works and compelling tele- 
vision on ABC's "The View," 
said Thursday that she is 
quitting the daytime talk 
show after four years. 
McCain, daughter of the 
late Arizona Sen. John Mc- 
Cain, announced on the 
air that she would leave af- 
ter the show's season ends 
in late July. 

‘| will be here another 
month, so if you still want to 
fight a little more, we have 
four more weeks," McCain 
said. 

The 36-year-old commen- 
tator is usually the only con- 
servative voice among the 
cast of five women, and 
not afraid to mix it up when 
she disagrees with them. In 
the past two months, for ex- 
ample, she's had conten- 
tious exchanges with lead 
host Whoopi Goldberg and 
frequent foil Joy Behar. 

The show, invented more 
than two decades ago by 
Barbara Walters, has done 
well in the ratings with a 
mix of celebrity guests and, 
most prominently, the com- 
bustible "hot topics" session 





This image released by ABC shows co-host Meghan McCain 
during a broadcast of "The View" in New York on October 8, 


2018. 


where they kick around the 
day's news. 

Like many television shows 
during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the hosts have 
been appearing remote- 
ly instead of meeting in 
a New York studio. Mc- 
Cain, married to conser- 
vative commentator Ben 
Domenech and mother of 
a baby daughier, said she 
didn't want to leave her life 
in the Washington area to 
commute again to work. 
‘This was not an easy de- 
cision,’ she said. "It took a 
lot of thought and counsel 


Associated Press 


and prayer.: 

ABC News said in a state- 
ment that it resoected and 
Understood her decision, 
and thanked McCain for 
her "flerce determination 
and vast political knowl- 
edge and experience.’ 

As the conservative voice 
on ‘The View," McCain 
filed a role where produc- 
ers had trouble finding the 
right person after Elisabeth 
Hasselbeck left in 2013. Mc- 
Cain has said she was go- 
ing to turn down an offer 
to join "The View," but her 
father said it was too good 


an opportunity to pass up. 
Like her father, she's no 
big fan of former President 
Donald Trump. But her job 
often compelled her to ex- 
plain to her co-hosts what 
people who supported 
Trump were thinking. 

“This is no shade at women 
who have been here be- 
fore, but | knew going in 
that | couldn't be intimidat- 
ed by the others and their 
strong opinions," she told 
The Associated Press after 
her first season. "These are 
all smart, strong women. | 
had to stay true to my con- 
victions and my politics and 
not let the physical audi- 
ence in front of me, which 
is normally very liberal, or 
the audience on_ social 
media impact my politics. 
Because a lot of things | say 
are unpopular.’ 

She rarely backed down, 
and the words between 
the hosts frequently be- 
came sharp. 

That was evident June 17, 
when McCain — criticized 
President Joe Biden's treat- 
ment of CNN _ reporter 
Kaitlan Collins at a news 
conference, for which 
the president later apolo- 
gized. Goldberg noted 
that Biden's predecessor — 


she refuses to say Trump's 
name — never apologized, 
and that lit a fuse igniting 
a schoolyard brawl. Both 
hosts later apologized to 
each other. 

In May, Behar took excep- 
tion when McCain said she 
didn't hear enough criti- 
cism of the spate of antise- 
mitic hate crimes. 

‘I've been talking about 
antisemitism on this show 
for 25 freakin’ years, Behar 
said. "Don't tell me what 
I'M supposed to be saying, 
Meghan, OK? You do your 
thing, we do ours." 

Behar noted after Mc- 
Cain's announcement that 
they've had their fights but 
also some interesting drink- 
iNg sessions. 

‘| have really, really ap- 
oreciated the fact that 
you were a formidable op- 
ponent in many ways and 
that you spoke your mind,” 
Behar said. "You're no 
snowflake, missy." 

On her way out, McCain 
criticized media coverage 
of "The View," saying the 
show was covered with 
deep misogyny and sexism. 
She said if the show's hosts 
were five men instead of 
women, they'd have Pullit- 
zer Prizes.L] 


Oscars invite steven Yeun, Issa Rae, others to join Academy 
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This combination photo shows some of the 395 artists who are 
invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences, top row from left, Yahya Abdul-Mateen II, Jon Batiste, 
Kingsley Ben-Adir, Hugh Bonneville, Janicza Bravo, Lee Isaac 
Chung, Laverne Cox, Andra Day and Clea DuVall, middle row 
from left, Emerald Fennell, Henry Golding, Eiza Gonzalez, H.E.R., 
Janet Jackson, Shaka King, Vanessa Kirby, Nathan Lane and 
Luis Gerardo Méndez and bottom row from left, Wagner Moura, 
Leslie Odom Jr., Robert Pattinson, Issa Rae, Jurnee Smollett, Tiara 
Thomas, George C. Wolfe, Steven Yeun and Youn Yuh-jung. 


AP Film Writer 

Steven Yeun, Nathan Lane, 
Issa Rae, Robert Pattin- 
son, Janet Jackson, Leslie 
Odom Jr. and Laverne Cox 
are among the artists being 
invited to join the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts 


Associated Press 


and Sciences. 

The organization that puts 
on the Oscars said Thursday 
that 395 film industry profes- 
sionals, 46% of whom are 
women and 39% from an 
Underrepresented group, 
have been invited to join 


the 2021 class. If they ac- 
cept, which most do, they 
will have voting privileges 
at next years Oscars. 

New invitees from this year's 
Oscar nominees include 
Maria Bakalova _ ("Borat 
Subsequent Moviefilm’), 
Andra Day (‘The United 
States vs. Billle Holiday") 
and Paul Raci ("Sound of 
Metal"), as well winners like 
"Minari's' Youn  Yuh-jung, 
“"Mank' — cinematographer 
Erik Messerschmidt, — sing- 
er-songwriter H.E.R. and 
"Promising Young Woman" 
writer Emerald Fennell. 
Fennell was also. invited 
to the director's branch 
alongside fellow 2021 nomi- 
nee Lee Isaac Chung ("Mi- 
nari’). Those invited in mul- 
tiole branches must decide 
which they want fo join. 

A recent Oscar nomination 
doesn't guarantee an in- 
vite, but it is a starting point 
for selecting artists and ex- 


ecutives, like Walt Disney 
Co. CEO Bob Chapek, who 
have made significant con- 
tributions fo film. 

Other acting invitees in- 
clude Carrie Coon (‘The 
Nest"), Kingsley Ben-Adir 
(“One Night in Miarnii..."), 
Henry Golding ("Crazy Rich 


Asians), Clea DuVall ("Zo- 
diac"), Hugh Bonneville 
("Paddington 2"), Stephen 


Root ("Office Space"), Eiza 
Gonzalez ("Baby Driver’) 
and Jonathan Majors ("Da 
5 Bloods’). 

Among the directors invit- 
ed are Lizzie Borden ("Born 
in Flames"), George C. 
Wolfe ("Ma Rainey's Black 
Bottom"), Janizca Bravo 
("Zola"), Shaka King ("Judas 
and the Black Messiah’), 
Nia DaCosta § ("Candy- 
man"), Cathy Yan (‘Birds of 
Prey"), Craig Brewer ("Hus- 
tle & Flow') and Jonathan 
Glazer ("Under the Skin’). 
Diversity and inclusion con- 


tinue to be a main priority 
for the film academy and, 
in addition to the relatively 
large numbers of women 
and underrepresented 
groups invited, its also a 
very international — class. 
Over half of the invitees are 
from countries other than 
the United States. 

The number of invitees also 
dropped steeply this year in 
an effort to, "steady future 
growth." In the past few 
years the organization had 
invited classes of around 
800 new members or more 
annually to help quickly 
diversify its ranks following 
the #OscarsSoWhite = criti- 
cisms. With this new class, 
the Academy said its total 
membershio is now 33% 
women and 19% underrep- 
resented groups. 

The Academy has said it re- 
mains committed to broad- 
ening its own lens over the 
next few years. LJ 
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Mohoric posts first Tour stage win, 


LE CREUSOT, France (AP) — 
On the eve of the Tour de 
France's first Alpine stage, 
the standings were given a 
serious shakeup. 

After the longest stage on 
the Tour in 21 years on Fri- 
day, 2020 runner-up Primoz 
Roglic was out of conten- 
tion. 

Slovenian countryman 
Tade} Pogacar, the de- 
fending champion, lost a 
big chunk of the time he 
gained earlier this week in 
the individual time trial. 
And Belgian star Wout van 
Aert positioned himself as 
Pogacar's most dangerous 
rival. 

With its hilly profile, the 
249-kilometer (155-mile) 
Stage 7 from Vierzon to Le 
Creusot produced a Tour 
de France classic as an- 
other Slovenian, Mate} Mo- 
horic, earned his first stage 
win on the Tour following a 
long breakaway. 

Mohoric was part of a 
group that formed more 
than 200 kilometers before 
the finish line. He went solo 
in the finale, using a tough 
climb to drop his remaining 
breakaway companions 
and reach the finish line 
alone. 

Mathieu van der Poel 
looked exhausted when 
he crossed 1 minute, 40 
seconds behind but he 
kept the yellow jersey with 
Qa 30-second advantage 
over Van Aert, 

"It was 250 kilometers full 


gas, Van der Poel said. 
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Slovenia's Matej Mohoric celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the seventh stage of the 
Tour de France cycling race over 249.1 kilometers (154.8 miles) with start in Vierzon and finish in 
Le Creusot, France, Friday, July 2, 2021. 


It went really fast and we 
managed to break away 
with a really strong group, 
it was really hard. | went to 
the limit to keep this jersey, 
which is really soecial." 
Pogacar could not get into 
the breakaway and rode 
at the back with other top 
contenders after his UAE 
Team Emirates reacted too 
late and could not bridge 
the gap. Pogacar lost 
more than five minutes and 
dropped fo fifth overall, 
3:43 off the pace. 

"We tried to close really fast 
... OUT they were pulling like 
crazy from the beginning" 
Pogacar said. 


Despite big efforts de- 


ployed throughout the day 
by his teammates to limit 
the damage, Pogacar re- 
mained confident they will 
recover in time for Satur- 
day's first Aloine stage to Le 
Grand-Bornand. 

“‘lknow my team and! know 
they are strong,’ he said. 
The day's biggest loser was 
Roglic, who crashed earlier 
in the race. Roglic strug- 
gled in the climb on Friday. 
He managed to get to the 
finish with a deficit exceed- 
iNg nine minutes and his 
hopes of winning the three- 
week race were effectively 
over, barring an incredible 
comeback. 

Roglic will likely abandon 
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the Jumbo-Visma_ leader- 
shid and work in support 
of Van Aert. While Van der 
Poel is expected to struggle 
in the high mountains, Van 
Aert has proved in the past 
he can climb with the best. 
His ohenomenal turns in the 
big climbs during last year's 
race were crucial to lifting 
Roglic onto the podium. 
Van Aert is also an excel- 
lent time trialist and should 
have a shot at the yellow 
jersey despite his claims he 
is ‘too heavy" to perform 
well in the mountains. 

"But for now I'm still in a 
good position and it's nice 
to give if a go like this," he 
said. "Also, today was re- 
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Roglic out of contention 


ally, really hard, | first need 
to recover and see what | 
can do tomorrow when the 
real mountain starts." 
Mohoric, who rides for the 
Bahrain Victorious team, 
has stage wins now at 
all three Grand Tours. He 
seized the best climber's 
polka-dot jersey. 

"The stage | won in the 
Vuelta was also the longest 
stage In the race that year, 
and the same goes for the 
stage in the Giro," he said. 
"I'm good in these super 
long, not so brutal efforts. | 
can keep up with a good 
pace for a very long time." 
The strong headwind made 
it difficult for riders to jump 
out of the pack in the early 
stages. After many unsuc- 
cessful attempts, a group 
of 29 including Van der 
Poel and Van Aert man- 
aged to get away. 
Pogacar's UAE Team Emir- 
ates teammates were 
caught off guard. When 
they finally moved to the 
front of the peloton to or- 
ganize the chase, it was 
too late. They tried to set 
Up a sustained tempo but 
were left to do all of the 
work as rival teams did not 
move. The leading group 
collaborated well and 
quickly built a one-minute 
lead. Van der Poel took 
long turns at the front of 
a bunch which included 
former Grand Tours cham- 
pions Vincenzo Nibali and 
Simon Yates and 10 former 
Tour stage winners.) 


Indians’ Josh Naylor has surgery for leg fractures 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Cleve- 
land Indians outfielder Josh 
Naylor had surgery Friday 
for multiple leg fractures 
and torn ligaments sus- 
tained in a collision with a 
teammate during a game 
Sunday at Minnesota. 

The surgery was performed 
by foot and ankle special- 
ist Dr. Mark Berkowitz at the 
Cleveland Clinic. 

Naylor and rookie sec- 
ond baseman Ermie Clem- 
ent ran into each other 
as they converged on a 
fly ball in short right field. 
Naylor's foot got trapped 
Underneath him after he 
slammed into Clement. 


Naylor was sent sprawling 
and his lower right leg was 
bent back awkwardly. 
Naylor is batting .253 with 
seven homers and 21 RBIs 
while playing right field 
and first base. The 24-year- 
old was acquired from San 
Diego last season. 

The Indians have battled 
through injuries to several 
key players. Designated 
hitter Franmil Reyes was 
activated Friday after be- 
Ing out since May 23 with 
a strained oblique. He was 
in the lineup and batting 
fourth against Houston. 
Eddie Rosario was out after 
leaving Thursday's game 


with right abdominal tight- 
ness. Manager Terry Fran- 
cona said the left fielder's 
MRI came back clear. 
Catcher Roberto Pérez, 
who had finger surgery 
May 7, is expected to be 
activated Saturday. 

The Indians are still with- 
out their top three starting 
pitchers: Shane Bieber, 
Aaron Civale and Zach 
Plesac. Francona said Ple- 
sac is scheduled to make 
a rehab start at Double-A 
Akron on Saturday. 
Infielder YU Chang was 
optioned to Triple-A Co- 
lumbus to make room for 
Reyes.) 











Cleveland Indians' Josh Naylor (22) lies on the ground with 


a member from the Indians medical staff after colliding with 
teammate Ernie Clement to catch a ball during the fourth in- 
ning of a baseball game against the Minnesota Twins, Sunday, 


June 27, 2021, in Minneapolis. 
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Richardson will miss Olympic 100 after marijuana test 


By EDDIE PELLS and PAT 
GRAHAM 

AP Sports Writers 

American champion 
Sha'Carri Richardson can- 
not run in the Olympic 
100-meter race after test- 
ing positive for a chemical 
found in marijuana. 
Richardson, who won the 
100 at Olympic. trials in 
10.86 seconds on June 19, 
spoke of her ban Friday 
on the ‘Today show. She 
tested positive at the Olym- 
pic trials and so her result 
is erased. Fourth-place fin- 
isher Jenna Prandini is ex- 
pected to get Richardson's 
spot in the 100. 

Richardson accepted a 30- 
day suspension that ends 
July 27, which would be in 
time to run in the women's 
relays. USA Track and Field 
has not disclosed plans for 
the relay. 

The 21-year-old — sprinter 
was expected to face Ja- 
maica's Shelly-Ann_ Fraser- 
Pryce in one of the most 
highly anticipated races of 
the Olympic track meet. 
On Thursday, as reports 
swirled about her possible 
marijuana use, Richardson 
out out a tweet that said, 
simply: "| am human." On 


an « 
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In this June 19, 2021 photo, Sha'Carri Richardson celebrates after winning the first heat of the semis 
finals in women's 100-meter runat the U.S. Olympic Track and Field Trials in Eugene, Ore. 


Friday, she went on TV and 
said she smoked marijuana 
as a way of coping with her 
mothers recent death. 

"| was definitely triggered 
and blinded by emotions, 
blinded by badness, and 
hurting, and hiding hurt," 
she told NBC. ‘| Know | can't 
hide myself, so in some type 
of way, | was trying to hide 
my pain." 

Richardson had ~~ what 
could have been a three- 
month sanction reduced 
to one month because she 


participated in a counsel- 
INg program. 

After the London Olympics, 
international regulators 
relaxed the threshold for 
what constitutes a positive 
test for marijuana from 15 
nanograms per milliliter to 
150 ng/m. They explained 
the new threshold was an 
attempt fo ensure that 
in-competition use is de- 
tected and not use during 
the days and weeks before 
competition. 

Though there have been 
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wide-ranging debates 
about whether marijuana 
should be considered a 
performance-enhancing 
drug, the U.S. Anti-Doping 
Agency makes clear on its 
website that "all synthetic 
and naturally occurring 
cannabinoids are prohib- 
ited in-competition, except 
for cannabidiol (CBD)," a 
byproduct that is being ex- 
olored for possible medical 
benefits. 

While not weighing in on 
her prospects for the relays, 
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USATF issued a statement 
that said her "situation is in- 
credibly unfortunate and 
devastating for everyone 
involved." The U.S. Olympic 
and Paralympic Commit- 
tee said It was "working with 
USATF to determine the ap- 
propriate next steps." 
Richardson said if she's al- 
lowed to run in the relay, 
"I'm grateful, but if not, I'm 
just going to focus on my- 
self." Her case is the latest 
in a number of doping-re- 
lated embarrassments for 
U.S. track team. Among 
those banned for the Olym- 
pics are the reigning world 
champion at 100 meters, 
Christian Coleman, who 
is serving a suspension for 
missing tests, and the Amer- 
ican record holder at 1,500 
and 5,000 meters, Shelby 
Houlihan, who tested posi- 
tive for a performance 
enhancer she blamed on 
tainted meat in a burrito. 
Also on Friday, defending 
Olympic 100-meter hurdles 
champion Brianna McNe- 
al had a five-year ban for 
tampering or attempted 
tampering with the doping- 
control process upheld by 
the Court of Arbitration for 
Seort.L) 





Cowboys to make their 3rd appearance on HBO's ‘Hard Knocks' 





Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott (4) stands with head 
coach Mike McCarthy as they watch drills during an NFL foot- 
ball team practice Tuesday, June 8, 2021, in Frisco, Texas. 
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By JOE REEDY 

AP Sports Writer 

The Dallas Cowboys will be 
featured for the third time 
in the 20th anniversary sea- 
son of "Hard Knocks." HBO 
and NFL Films announced 
Friday that the five-episode 
season will debut on Aug. 
10 at 10 p.m. Eastern. 


The Cowboys are the first 
team to make three ap- 
pearances on the training 
camp documentary series. 
The first was in 2002 and 
most recent was In 2008. 

"America, America's game 
and America's Team had 
a tough 2020. | feel like this 
is a perfect happenstance 


of football, the Cowboys 
and hopefully the country," 
said NFL Films' Ken Rodg- 
ers, the senior coordinating 
oroducer of "Hard Knocks." 
‘im sure the Cowboys want 
to put their difficult season 
behind them more than 
anyone.” 

Dallas went 6-10 last season 
in Mike McCarthy's first year 
as coach. Quarterback 
Dak Prescott suffered a 
dislocated right ankle and 
compound fracture that 
forced him to miss the final 
11 games. 

Prescott's return from injury 
will be one of the storylines 
to watch, as well as how 
McCarthy can rally a team 
to believe in him and his 
staff. 

The show is also likely to fea- 
ture running back Ezekiel El- 
liott along with wide receiv- 
ers Amari Cooper, Michael 
Gallup and CeeDee Lamb. 
On defense, first-year Coor- 
dinator Dan Quinn tries to 


mold a group that includes 
defensive end DeMarcus 
Lawrence and linebackers 
Jaylon Smith and Micah 
Parsons, who was picked in 
the first round in April's draft. 
This will mark the first time 
that the series has its first 
episode air after a team 
has played a preseason 
game. The Cowboys play 
the Pittsburgh Steelers in 
the Hall of Fame Game in 
Canton, Ohio, on Aug. 5. 
The trio to Canton will also 
be special for everyone 
associated with NFL Films 
because Steve Sabol was 
recently enshrined posthu- 
mously into the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. 

The longtime NEL Films pres- 
ident, who died in 2012, is 
oart of the third father-son 
duo in the Hall; his father, 
Ed, was inducted in 2011. 
“Hard Knocks’ was d Sabol 
brainchild and remains 
as relative today as if was 
when it started. 


"He loved what this show 
reoresents because It shows 
how our business and com- 
pany could change and 
adapt,’ Rodgers said. "So 
many people had seen 
NFL Films for what he had 
created in the 1970s — the 
slow motion, ball in the air, 
wired for sound and orches- 
tral music style. What ‘Hard 
Knocks proved more than 
any other program, maybe 
in our history, is that we are 
not one type of filmmaking 
company. We are filmmak- 
ers that can adapt to any 
style, any format and on 
any network.” 

This will be the 16th season 
for the show, which started 
in 2001 with the Baltimore 
Ravens. HBO and NFL Films 
have an agreement to 
continue the series through 
2024. Last year featured 
two teams for the first time 
when the Los Angeles Rams 
and Chargers shared equal 
billing.L) 


